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good humour, though experiencing considerable discomfort from
the heat and the crush. The speeches were equal to the occasion, and
found an appreciative audience, which received the name of Phe-
rozeshah, whenever it was mentioned, with resounding cheers, and
which hissed to its heart's content every time Mr. Harrison or The
Times of India was mentioned, A passage from Mr. Gokhale's
speech may be usefully quoted, as it bears on the oft-repeated charge
about the autocracy of Pherozeshah:
A man with the great transcendental abilities of Sir Pheroze-
shah Mehta, placing those abilities freely and unreservedly at the
disposal of his city for nearly forty years, is bound to attain a
position of unrivalled predominance in any Corporation and in
any country. That such a man should tower head and shoulders
above his fellowmen after such a record is only to be expected,
and those who complain of this quarrel with the very elements of
our human nature. Such predominance implies deep gratitude on
the part of those to whose service a great career has been con-
secrated, joined to that profound confidence in the wisdom and
judgment of the leader, which goes with such gratitude. Sir
Pherozeshah's position in the Bombay Corporation is no doubt
without a parallel in India, but there is a close parallel to it in the
mighty influence exercised by Mr. Chamberlain at Birmingham,
and is not dissimilar to the position occupied by Lord Palmerston
for many years in Whig England, and later by the great Glad-
stone in the councils of the Liberal Party.
The reply which the Government of ladia gave to the memorial
adopted at the meeting was a curious piece of reasoning. Tbey stated
that as the matter had been fully investigated by the Courts, which
had held that the officers who took part in the election had made no
illegal use of their influence, the Government of India had no orders
to pass in connection with the prayers of the memorialists. They
added that in the case of an election by a body constituted as the
Justices of the Peace, officers whose names were included in the list
of voters could properly exercise a much wider freedom of action
than in municipal elections of an otdinary type.